
  

   
 

SPEAKERS 

 

Dr. Agnes Pál is the coordinator of the CORALL project. She is the academic Erasmus 

+ coordinator of the Faculty of Commerce, Hospitality and Tourism of Budapest 

Business School, where she teaches Spanish for specific purposes, intercultural 

communication and skills development courses at the Department of Languages for 

Business Communication as a senior lecturer. 

 

Prof. Dr. Aleksandra Sudhershan teaches Business and Technical English at the 

Beuth University of Applied Sciences Berlin, where she is also Head of the Language 

Competence Centre. Her research interests include ESP, flipped learning, learner 

autonomy and task-based teaching and learning. 

 

Dr. Tanja Vesala-Varttala works as Principal Lecturer in Marketing and 

Communication at Haaga-Helia University of Applied Sciences, Helsinki, Finland.  

Her main research interests include international branding, digital storytelling, 

education for sustainable development ESD, and collaborative autonomous learning. 

 

Dr. Ildikó Némethová works as associate professor at the Faculty of Applied 

Languages of the University of Economics in Bratislava. The main areas of her 

specialisation include intercultural communication, British area studies and English 

for specific purposes. Her research interests include culture and communication, 

global leadership, and autonomous learning.  

 

Dr. Réka Asztalos is the Deputy Head of Department of Languages for Business 

Communication at the Budapest Business School, responsible for study affairs and 

student support. She teaches courses on Business English, English for Tourism, 

English Study Skills and Research Methods. Her research interests include blended 

learning, which was the topic of her PhD dissertation. She is also interested in 

autonomous learning and how to enhance students’ ability and willingness to study 

independently, including informal learning.  

 

Dr. Alexandra Szénich is a lecturer at the Department of Languages for Business 

Communication at the Budapest Business School. She delivers courses on Business 

German, German for Tourism and Research Methods. Her research interests include 

language testing and autonomous language learning. In 2017/2018 she led a research 

project on autonomy at the Institute of Languages and Communication at the 

Budapest Business School investigating students’ disposition towards and teachers' 

beliefs about autonomy 



  

   
 

Prof. Dr. María del Carmen Arau Ribeiro teaches English language and cultures, 

M.A. teacher training, and ESP at the Polytechnic Institute of Guarda, Portugal. 

President of the Portuguese Association for FL Teachers in HE (2004-2014) and the 

Association of Language Centres in Portuguese HE (ReCLes.pt, 2009-present). 

Publications in language learning and teaching practice, collaborative autonomy, 

CLILing, language policy, interculturality, systems and design thinking, 

interdisciplinarity, and metacognition. European Language Council member (2018-present) and expert 

HE consultant for the DAAD, Germany (2015-2018), and coordinator of CercleS Focus Groups. 

 

Dr. Monika Hřebačková leads language, intercultural and social competence 

courses for BSc and MSc students at School of Business of the University of 

Chemistry and Technology Prague, the Czech Republic. Her area of expertise 

includes Intercultural Communication Competence, Business English, and 

Behaviour Competence Development. As a guest lecturer, she has carried out 

workshops and seminars in Hungary, Finland and Mexico. She is an experienced 

project coordinator – with her team, she won the award “2018 best international 

Erasmus+ project in higher education”. She publishes on the topics of innovative teaching and learning. 

 

Dr. Jana Zvěřinová is a lecturer at School of Business of the University of 

Chemistry and Technology Prague. She teaches courses in English and Spanish with 

the focus on communication and competence development. In collaboration with an 

international team of language and content HE teachers, she runs a course of Global 

Virtual Teams focusing on specific aspects of online teamwork and communication 

in an interuniversity project. She has also actively participated in several Erasmus+ 

projects. She publishes on the topics related to her teaching and projects in academic 

journals and presents at international conferences. 

 

 Dr. Martin Štefl received his Ph.D. from the Department of Anglophone 

Literatures & Cultures at Charles University in Prague in 2014, where he studied 

English philology and Philosophy. Currently, Martin works at the School of 

Business of the University of Chemistry and Technology in Prague where he teaches 

courses in English, focusing on ESP and skills training, in particular on Critical 

Thinking. He has experience in designing e-learning educational content for non-

profit educational institutions. Besides ELT, Martin is professionally interested in 

philosophy of business, ethics and philosophy of technology and researches into critical thinking and its 

applications in ELT. 


